
 

Uniform Regulations (Effective August 2014) 

Dress and Grooming Standards 

Uniforms at John Hancock Charter School are mandatory. Dress and grooming standards are 
part of the Uniform Regulations. 

1) Uniform Wear  

a) Uniforms must be worn during school hours, except under special circumstances, 
such as Dress of Choice Days and other special occasions as announced in the school 
newsletter. Uniforms must also be worn for all before and after school programs, as 
well as all tutoring and enrichment sessions, except on occasions when costumes may 
be required for dress rehearsals or performances. 
 

b) Dress uniforms will be worn on Mondays and for programs. Children shall wear the 
teacher prescribed uniform for a given field trip or activity in order to attend a field 
trip or participate in the activity. 
 

c) Optional school t-shirts or sweatshirts may be worn only on Fridays or other specially 
designated times. 
 

d) Gym clothes may be required for athletic activities (see Athletic Uniform). 
 

2) Student Presentation and Grooming 

a) Students must present a modest, clean, and neat appearance at all times, including 
Free Dress Days, regular school days and Full Dress Uniform days.  
 

b) All clothing must be clean, appropriately sized, and worn correctly. 
Pants/shorts/skirts must be worn at the waist.  Shirts must be tucked in.  Shoes must 
be tied or fastened, clothing must be worn right-side-out, appropriate underwear must 
be worn, etc. Uniforms are to be of appropriate size – not oversized or undersized.  
Clothing shall not be excessively worn or have holes.  No “low-riding” of pants or 



shorts will be allowed.   
 

c) For Dress Uniforms Mondays and other designated Dress Uniform days, shirts must 
be buttoned and tucked in. 
 

d) Hair must be kept neat and have a combed appearance and appropriate for school. 
Bangs should not be below the eyebrows; boy’s hair should not extend below the ear 
lobe or beyond the collar. Irregular coloring of hair or outlandish hair styles are 
inappropriate. Hair coloring and outlandish hair style parameters will be left to the 
discretion of the school director. 
 

e) Any makeup worn should be appropriate for school. 
 

f) Girls may wear jewelry or hair accessories that are appropriate for wear at school and 
are not a distraction. Boys may not wear earrings. All jewelry, if worn, must not be a 
distraction to the educational environment of the class or school. 

3) Footwear Guidelines 

a) Shoes should be conservative in style and not distracting.  No lights, wheelies, or 
characters are permitted. Closed toed shoes only. Tennis shoes are required for gym. 
Heels or soles may not be higher than safe or appropriate for school wear. 
 

b) Snow boots must be changed into school-approved shoes while inside the building. 
 

c) Socks for boys and girls should be in coordinating or neutral; socks may be ankle or 
knee length. Girls may wear appropriate smooth opaque and/or cable knit tights. 
Ankle length leggings in navy blue or white may be worn under skirts or jumpers.  
Socks, tights, or leggings must always be worn. No nylon stockings may be worn. 

4) Skirt, Jumper and Dress Guidelines 

a) The hemlines in jumpers and skirts shall be no shorter than 2 inches above the 
kneecap; shorts and skorts will not be shorter than 4 inches above the kneecap.   
 

b) Girls may wear inconspicuous shorts under skirts and jumpers. Pants that show 
underneath these articles of clothing are not allowed. 

5) Outerwear 

a) Outer wear that is worn for warmth to and from school and at outside recess is not 
considered a uniform item. Any sweaters or fleece worn inside the classroom must be 
an approved uniform item. 
 



b) No hats of any kind, including baseball caps, or sunglasses, may be worn in the 
building. No hoods are to be worn in the building.  If a hood is worn in the building 
the teacher or staff may ask the student to remove the sweater or coat. 

 

6) Clothing Specifications 
 
a) Uniforms do not need to be purchased from a specific vendor, but they must be either 

intended for uniform use or consistent with designated uniform clothing items. 

b) Minor variations in the construction of clothing such as gathers, minor ruffles, and 
unobtrusive piping, seams, hems, buttons, or small bows are permitted but must be of 
the same color as the clothing and must not draw attention or be distracting in any 
way. 
 

c) No logos (except for JHCS logos) on clothing are permissible. 

 

Approved Uniform 
 

Note: Uniforms do not need to be purchased from a specific vendor, but they must be either 
intended for uniform use or consistent with designated uniform clothing items. 

1) Dress Uniform 

Dress uniforms will be worn on Mondays and for programs. Shirts must be buttoned and 
tucked in.  Children shall wear the teacher prescribed uniform for a given field trip or 
activity in order to attend a field trip or participate in the activity. 

GIRLS 

Note: The hemlines in jumpers and skirts shall be no shorter than 2 inches above the 
kneecap; shorts and skorts will not be shorter than 4 inches above the kneecap. 

DRESS WHITE BLOUSE with COLLAR, long sleeve or short sleeve (no logos) – must 
be tucked in  

SKIRT or SKORT or SHORTS or JUMPER or PANTS, navy twill, or uniform blue plaid 
(no plaid allowed for pants or shorts) no outside pockets 

CROSSOVER TIE, navy, red, or uniform blue plaid.  Not mandatory – however must 
meet these requirements if worn.   



BELT, blue, brown or black.  Not mandatory – however must meet these requirements if 
worn. 

SOCKS or TIGHTS, white, blue, red or neutral color 

SHOES, of a color and style that is not distracting 

 

 
BOYS  
 
DRESS SHIRT, white, collared, long sleeve or short sleeve (no logos)- must be tucked in 
 
PANTS or SHORTS,  navy twill: pleat front, flat front, or pull on, no outside pockets 

TIE, navy, red, or uniform blue plaid- Not mandatory – however must meet these 
requirements if worn.   

BELT, blue, brown or black- Not mandatory – however must meet these requirements if 
worn. 

SOCKS, of a color that is not distracting 

SHOES, of a color that is not distracting. 
 

2) General Uniform 

Uniforms must be worn during school hours and for all before and after school programs, 
as well as all tutoring and enrichment sessions. 
 
GIRLS 

Note: The hemlines in jumpers and skirts shall be no shorter than 2 inches above the 
kneecap; shorts and skorts will not be shorter than 4 inches above the kneecap.  

School uniform khaki does not include lighter stone-colored clothing. 

Minor variations in the construction of clothing must be of the same color as the 
clothing and must not draw attention or be distracting in any way (see Dress and 
Grooming Standards Section 6b). 

SWEATER, cardigan, v-neck pullover, sweater vest, or cable-knit hooded sweater. Navy, 
red, or white, to be worn with collared shirt (vest or cardigan with sewn-in white shirt is 
also acceptable). 



TWILL PANTS or SHORTS, navy or khaki, no outside pockets (no cargo-style) 

SKIRT or SKORT, navy, khaki, or uniform blue plaid 

JUMPER, navy, khaki or uniform blue plaid 

POLO DRESS, navy or red 

POLO SHIRT with COLLAR, short or long sleeve; white, navy or red – must be tucked 
in 

TURTLENECK, long sleeve; red, navy or white- must be tucked in 

SCHOOL T-SHIRT or SWEATSHIRT to be worn only on Fridays- T-shirts must be 
tucked in 

FLEECE JACKET, navy, full zipper front, to be worn with collared shirt 

FLEECE VEST, navy, full zipper front, to be worn with collared shirt 

BELT, blue, brown or black- Not mandatory – however must meet these requirements if 
worn  

UNDER SHORTS, (e.g. bike shorts ), may be worn under skirt or jumper but not below 
the hem, coordinating color: black, navy, white, or neutral. 

UNDERSHIRT, must be a coordinating color or white, may be worn under school shirts 
for warmth 

 
BOYS 

Note: School uniform khaki does not include the lighter stone-colored clothing. 

SWEATER, cardigan, v-neck pullover, or sweater vest; in navy, red, or white, to be worn 
with collared shirt 

TWILL PANTS or TWILL SHORTS, navy or khaki, no outside pockets (no cargo-style) 

POLO SHIRT with COLLAR, short or long sleeve; white, navy or red- must be tucked in 

TURTLENECK, long sleeve; red, navy or white- must be tucked in 

SCHOOL T-SHIRT or SWEATSHIRT to be worn only on Fridays. T-shirts must be 
tucked in 



FLEECE JACKET, navy, full zipper front, to be worn with collared shirt 

FLEECE VEST, navy, full zipper front, to be worn with collared shirt 

BELT, brown or black- Not mandatory – however must meet these requirements if worn. 

UNDERSHIRT, must be a coordinating color or white, may be worn under school shirts 
for warmth 

 

3) Athletic Uniform 

T-SHIRT, grey, no logos 

SHORTS, navy blue, must not exceed 4 inches above the kneecap. 

 

 
Infractions	  

1) Dress items not specifically covered above but considered inappropriate or contrary to the 
Purpose statement in the Uniform Policy are subject to review and interpretation by the 
school governing board. 
 

2) Dress code infractions will be dealt with in accordance with the JHCS discipline policy. 
The school should strive to achieve compliance through use of incentives and positive 
reinforcement measures, and should resort to disciplinary action only when positive 
measures fail to result in compliance. The school will communicate with parents so that 
expectations, rationale and benefits are clearly published. 

 
When necessary, teachers will implement the following discipline policy: 

 
       a. First infraction: Send home a note with the student noting the infraction, requiring a 
parent and the student to sign and return the note. 

 
      b. Second infraction: Send home a note with the student noting the infraction, requiring a 
parent and the student to sign and return the note. 

 
      c. Third infraction: The student will be sent to the office to call home and request the 
parent to bring the appropriate clothing to remedy the violation. 



 
      d. Fourth infraction: The student will be sent to the office to call home and request the 
parent to bring the appropriate clothing to remedy the violation. 
 
      e. Fifth infraction and all thereafter: The child and parent shall have a conference with the 
parent advocate immediately. 

 

 

 
 

	  

	  


